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May 30th 2018,

Dear Honourable Minister,

We are writing once again to invite you, and the educators and students of your country, to take part in 
the World's Largest Lesson -  a pioneering initiative that annually engages children and young people in 
helping build a better world for everyone.

As a result of our combined efforts, the World's Largest Lesson has provided millions of children with the 
chance to learn about the Sustainable Development Goals {Global Goals), the international development 
agenda adopted in 2015. It aims to inspire children and teachers, and encourage them to contribute to 
making the Global Goals a success.

Here is what a teacher in Nigeria had to say about the World's Largest Lesson: "A phenomenal 
experience, the excitement, the promise and the impact could be felt after the session and everyone was 
excited about the Global Goals."

Now is the time to capitalize on this excitement -  and we need your help.

As we look towards the fifth anniversary of the Global Goals In 2020, we recognize that there is so much 
more to do -  in partnership with people, businesses, civil society and governments. Children and young 
people will be essential to these partnerships because they have the creativity, drive and passion to take 
part and make real change in the world.

This year, the World's Largest Lesson is creating new content to help bridge the gap between learning 
and action. There is a new animated film to inspire children and young people and lessons to help them 
explore the simple, personal changes they can make in the world around them. They are then invited to 
investigate their local communities and identify projects to work on and contribute to achieving national 
targets for achieving the Global Goals. These activities can help students develop empathy, creativity, 
communication and the ability to work collaboratively -  important competencies in today's world.

We ask that you consider national participation In the World's Largest Lesson as an opportunity and not 
an obligation. It Is an opportunity to shape the values and attitudes of the children and young people 
who will inherit our world.

As a Minister of Education, you can take up this opportunity by:
* Reviewing The briefing material and deciding with your team when and how to take part.
» Asking schools in the public education system to take part in the World's Largest Lesson and to 

mark their participation on this mao so that you can see the impact of their work. The suggested 
dates for participation are between 24 September 2018 and 20 November 2018.

■ Acting as a regional influencer and encouraging colleagues in other countries to participate in 
the World's Largest Lesson.

» Visiting a school to raise awareness about the initiative and show your government's 
commitment to the Global Goals.

You are welcome to connect directly with us for more information by emailing
proerammedirectorwll(S)Drolect-evervone.org. or by contacting our UNICEF or UNESCO partners locally.
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We greatly appreciate your support and, later this year, we hope to hear exciting stories about the 
World's Largest Lesson in countries around the world.

W ith kind w ishes,

ky JlW L j h 'L& d& Lj

Ms Henrietta Fore, 
Executive Director 
UNICEF

Ms Audrey Azoulay 
Director General 
UNESCO

Mr Richard Curtis,
UN SDG Advocate 
Founder Project Everyone
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The World’s  Largest Lesson 2018 Starts On 
24th September. Here’s how to take part....

This year we encourage students to add action to their learning about 

the SDGs. This is in direct response to requests from teachers across 

the w orld, eager to provide more support for their students to 

contribute towards the Goals locally,

A new animated film from Oscar-winning Aardman animations will 

inspire personal, local and global action for the Goals. A supporting 

lesson plan will invite students to identify how they can make a 

personal contribution towards achieving the Goals., Our onnual 

project will enable students to explore their local community and 

identify how they can make impactful local change,, as well as 

supporting your national Goals achievement.

Building on this theme of community action, UNICEF are inviting 

schools to focus their learning and action for the Goals on ensuring all 

children feel safe in and around their school.
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In partnership with

unicef

With thanks to



2018 Briefing 30th April 2018

Free Online Teacher Training

Not everyone knows about the 5DGs 
so to help you train your teachers 
there is a simple, free on-line course 
to explain the Goals to teachers and 
give them ideas on how take part In 
the World's Largest Lesson, 
Produced in partnership with 
Microsoft Education, this course is 
available in English and Spanish so 
far, Teachers can earn a badge to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the 
SDGs and their commitment to

teaching them.
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A Coding Challenge For The SDGs

One of the most effective ways to 
learn about the Goals is to embed 
them in the teaching of vital 21st 
century skills -This year we invite 
students aged 8-14 to take part in a 
coding challenge using the 
BBC microihit. This tiny 
programmable computer enables 
students to practise coding skills. 
This challenge will run from the 24th 
September to 20th November and 
asks students to create solutions for 
reducing and managing non- 
communicable disease (Goal3) and 
improving safety in their school and 
community (Goals 4 and 16).
Students don't need to have a 
microibit in order to take part, they 
can use an online app instead. Full 
details, In multiple languages, will be

Howto Take Part in me World's Largest Lesson
The World's Largest lesson provides all you need to introduce 
students to the Global Goals and the principles of sustainable 
development. There are free, easy to use lesson plans for teachers, 
videos, comics and projects available in multiple languages. Follow 
these steps to take part;
S tep 1; identify a time period that works in your schools calendar 
(ideally between 24th September and 20th November 2018),

Step 2;; Choose a) to allow schools to create their own lessons using materials 
and ideas from our website or b) to ask them to teach a lesson on a specific 
theme. 5peak to us oryour UNICEF office if you need guidance.

Step 3: Check whether materials ere available in your language. If not consider 
what you could do to translate them.

Step 4; Let us know what you are planning so we can help amplify your work.

Step 5 : Broadcast to all schools via your usual channels. Let them know you 
want them to take part and to share their action on our digital mao.

Step 6: Create a media moment to launch the World's Largest Lesson 2018 or 
even to announce policy that links to the Global Goals. Speak to your 
local UNICEF local office to help. Send us pictures to share!

AtMlonal ideas
Create a competition or challenge for student change projects eg. the 
micro;bit coding challenge.

Ask schools to share their work and ideas with you and use them to contribute 
to your national SDG review. Ask some students to meet with you and share 
their ideas.

Engage other government departments to support your World's Largest 
Lesson to make It bigger or help fund what you need to do eg ministries for 
youth, environment, foreign affairs and international development have all 
contributed, in some countries.

Ask all Members of Parliament to visit a school and teach a lesson. We have 
simple lessons that volunteers can use. Create a media story to share your 
cross government commitment to the SDGs.

Key Dates
30th June; New resources available for 2018. Contact us if you'd like to 
translate/adapt and we will send files.

1st September: Campaign launch via social media. Share our toolkit with your 
communications department.

24* September ;UN General Assembly week; World's Largest Lesson starts 
including micro;bit coding challenge

5th October World Teachers Day: special lesson available on Goal 4 Quality 
Education

111 November :Outdoor classroom day -  take a global goals lesson outside: 
special lesson available

20,h November: World Children's Day -  focus on safety in and around 
school. micro;bit challenge doses.

Contact us: prograrmnedirgctonvUcBiprQiect-evervone.org or speak to your local UNICEF office.


